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EzzA, Chap. ix. Part of 13th and 14th Verſes, 


SEEING THAT THOU, OUR GOD, HAST PUNISHED US LESS 
THAN OUR INIQUITIES DESERVE, AND HAST GIVEN US 
SUCH DELIVERANCE AS THIS; SHOULD WE AGAIN BREAK 
THY COMMANDMENTS, AND JOIN IN AFFINITY WITH 
THE PEOPLE OF THESE ABOMINATIONS; WOULDEST THOU 


NOT BE ANGRY WITH US, TILL THOU HADST CONSUMED 
US? 


HERE is no national event, of either ſorrow or 

joy; nothing, that can preſcribe to a people hu- 
miliation or gratitude, to which an appoſite application 
may not be found in the Hiſtory of the Jews. That 
nation, although peculiarly expeCtant of temporal re- 
wards and puniſhments, was yet directed by their di- 
vinely-inſpired Legiſlator, under every circumſtance of 
diſtreſs, 


CE 
diſtreſs, or proſperity, to repentance and reformation, 
- by ſuch motives as aptly apply to all communities on 


& * 


earth, and forcibly recommend univerſal obſervance. 


When the diſobedience of the Iſraelites had drawn 
down upon them the wrath of the Almighty, and their 
ſins were viſited with ſcourges*; when “ their ene- 
% mies oppreſſed them, and they were brought into 
„ ſubjeftion*;” then were they repeatedly called upon 
by their prophets, to bewail their iniquities ; to“ amend”? 
their “ ways” and their “ doings *;” and to “ return 
&« ynto the Lord *;"” that God might again “ have com- 
« paſſion on them; and that iniquity” might * not 
6 be their ruin *,” | 


The ſame inſpired language prevails, when, under 
their more religious leaders, and the reſtored purity 
of their worſhip, God interpoſed his gracious arm to 
their aſſiſtance, and “ turned” his * hand againſt their 


> Pſa. Ixxxix. 32. H. V. Pſa. cvi. 42. 
3 Jer. vii. 3. 4 Hol. xiv. 1. 
S. Jer. xii. 18. Exek. xyiii, 30. 


& adver- 


C91 


« adverſaries ';'” when their enemies fled before them: 
and one man of?” them * chaſed a thouſand * ;“ then 
were they likewiſe enjoined, and with equal denun- 
ciations, a ſtrict adherence to the duties 'of religion. 
When depreſſed by national loſſes; or when, as the 
prophet ſays, the hoſt goeth forth againſ@he enemy,“ 
then were they to * keep” themſelves ( from every 
„wicked thing.” So when the Lord had wrought 
ſome great deliverance, and done ſome mighty thing 
for them; then were they to * cleave ' unto the Lord 
** their God“; to keep his ſtatutes and command- 
« mentss; and to © ſerve him in fincerity and in 
« truth *,”? | 


« God is the governor among the nations,“ and 
« the Lord of the whole earth; his kingdom ruleth 
« over all'.“ Gentiles, equally with Jews, are objects 
of his providence; the ſubjects of his animadyerſion aud 
regard. The ſtability of empires depend on his pleaſure ; 


7 Pſa. lxxxi. 14. | * Jol. xxiii. 10. 


Deut. xxiii. 9. 1 Deut. iv. 4. 
5 lb. iv. 40. o Joſe xxiv. 14. 7 Pſa. xxii. 28. 


Zech. iv. 14. 9 Pfa. ciii. 19. 
and 


(83 ) 
and * he giveth them to whom he will *; he removeth 
„ kings, and fſctteth up kings; he increaſeth the 
&« nations, and deſtroyeth them; he enlargeth the nations, 
and ſtraighteneth them again.“ States, as well as in- 


dividuals, find protection in his favour, and ſuffering 
in his diſpledfure. Under affliction, they fly to penitence 
and ſupplication to appeaſe his anger ; in proſperity, 
to extol his goodneſs, they turn to thankſgiving and 
praiſe. Happy the people, who receive, with moral 
improvement, the viſitation of their God, which corrects 
that it may amend; and his mercy, which bleſſes that 
it may win to duty! 


If there ever were a nation, ſince the government of 

Judea ceaſed to be a theocracy, that had reaſon to believe 

a ſuperintending Providence; motives to “ repent and 

turn to God;“ to adore and honour him both in his 

judgements and his mercies; obligations to gratitude for 

his goodneſs; calls to liſten to his gentle admonitions, and 

to improve under his inſtructive diſcipline; grounds for 
c | Dan. iv; 17. hike +} Job bb os 
humility, 


(03 
humility, for truſt, and obedience to the Almighty, 
ſurely it is Great Britain, If the long-ſuffering and 
forbearance of the Deity ; if his lenity and kindneſs ; if 
his protection and favour could excite a people to thankſ- 
giving, and attach them to virtue; it is Britain that 
mult be the firſt to acknowledge her obligations; * to 6 
4% ſing his praiſes, and to keep his laws.“ 


If this appeal be juſt and indiſputable ; may we not 
well join with pious Ezra, in the words of the text, 
« ſeeing that thou, our God, haſt puniſhed us leſs than 
&« our iniquities deſerve, and haſt given us” great . de- 
« Iiverances; ſhould we again break thy commandments, 
« adding ingratitude to our wickedneſs ; wouldeſt thou 
« not be angry with us, till thou hadſt conſumed us?“ 


Now, in what hiſtoric records, antient or modern, is 
the lenient and gracious hand of Heaven, chaſtening, or 
interpoſing in the favour of any people, ſo viſibly to be 


traced, as in the annals of this country, both eccle- 
ſiaſtical and civil? 98495 


B Look 


( wo ) 


Look to the æra of our reformation from the cor- 
ruptions of Popery. Obſerve to what ſlight and appa+ | 
rently inadequate cauſes, the religion, we profeſs, owed: 
her purification. View her, in ſubſequent periods, again 
*expoſed to imminent dangers; at one time, ſinking: 
under ſuperſtition; at another, maddened with fana- 
ticiſm, or debaſed by hypocriſy ; till, at length, we 
| diſcover her on the point of being brought back, and 
immerged in her original corruptions, had not Pro- 
vidence, once more, graciouſly interpoſed to fave her 
from that gulph of ſpiritual impurity, and to eſtabliſh. 
her on a creed, far more ſimplified, far more congenial 
to evangelical truth, | 


I cannot refrain here from contemplating the preſent 
ſtate of that church, from whoſe depraved worſhip we- 
have departed. We ſce it trembling to its very. foun- 
dation. We ſee the leaders of one nation totally re- 
nouncing it; and in their precipitate rage to ſuppreſs. 
falſehood, impiouſly abjuring and baniſhing truth. But 
is it a wonder, that God ſhould permit ſuch a ſyſtem 
of religious corruptions to be ſubverted? Did he not 

ſuffer 


n 


ſuffer the ſword of Mahommed to overrun a very 1 


ſiderable part of Aſia and Africa, and his religion to 
ſupplant the religion of Chriſt, when the Chriſtian 


churches of the Eaſt had dreadfully departed from the 


purity of the Goſpel '? 


9 


Was it not, then, an heavenly voice, that cried to 


us of this nation, Come out of her, my people?“ 
Oh, let not that ſacred admonition die away upon our 
ears! Let us not forget the ſpirit of papal Rome; her 
unſcriptural tenets ; her idolatrous practices; her laviſh 


iümpoſitions! nor let our charity for the profeſſors of 


4 


. 


that faith, make us too charitable to their opinions. 


As fellow- creatures, they are entitled to humanity; as 
unfortunate, we owe them relief; as exiles, we give 


them refuge; but while Chriſtianity abhors perſecution, 


and enjoins univerſal benevolence, let us take care, that 
tenderneſs to their misfortunes do not blind us to the 
diſſemination and prevalence of their dogmas in re- 
* 


* Moſheim's Eccleſ, Hiſt. vol. I. and Univerſal Hiſt. vol. XVII. 
* Rev. xviii. 4. 


* 


B 2 . | But 


Ca} 


But to return :—not to confine your reflections to ra- 
ligious benefits, contemplate, likewiſe, the civil conſti- 
tution of theſe kingdoms. Mark, through the preceding 
centuries, with very few exceptions, the galling de- 
ſpotiſm of the monarch, and the abje& ſervility of the 
people. On the very brink of ruin ſtood- our invaluable: 
rights and privileges, when the ſame heaven- directed 
Hero, who preſerved to us the profeſſion of genuine 
Chriſtianity, reſtored to this half-enſlaved. nation, the 
birth-right of Engliſhmen, their liberties, and their 
laws. O may the guardian Angel of. our: conſtitution 
in Church and State, while immortalizing that glo- 


The doctrine of tutelary, or guardian Angels, has been held by 
Heathens, Jews, and Chriſtians. That individuals were believed to 
have their attendant angels or demons, we learn from Heſiod, Oper. 
et Dies, I. i. v. 121.—Plato de Legibus, 1. 10.—Apuleius, de Deo So- 
cratis.— It was, likewiſe, the commonly received opinion among the 
Jews, from the earlieſt period, vid. Gen. xlviii. 16. et paſſim; and 
we may trace the ſame to the time of our. Saviour, Matth. xviii:. 10. 
Act. xii. 15. And that this angelic ſuperintendency was held to extend 
over nations, provinces, and cities, we may collect from Dan. x. 13 
and 21; and, if the LX X verſion be followed, it ſtrongly ſupports that 
belief. Deut. xvi. 9. Ads, xvi. 9. has been deemed alſo to give it 
countenance. . It was a tenet generally adopted by the early fathers. 
of the Chriſtian Church, ; 


rious 
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rious period, inſcribe on its adamantine pillar, fo per 
peiua / | | | 


Here let us for a moment pauſe, and admire the 
divine goodneſs towards us, diſplayed in theſe repeated 
deliverances of our favoured Conſtitution 3 and, while 
meditating on ſuch diftinguiſhing kindneſſes, ſuch 
heightened obligations to thankfulneſs, how are we 
prompted to exclaim with the Pſalmiſt, « Many, O Lord, 
« are thy wonderful works, which. thou haſt done, 
« and thy thoughts, which be to us-ward.* ! With thy 
« favour, O God, thou compaſſeſt us, as with a 
« ſhield* ; and crowneſt us with loving kindneſs, and 
tender mercies *! Fear,“ therefore, the Lord,” ye 
highly favoured, “and ſerve him in truth with all your 
« heart; for conſider, what great things he hath done 
« for you I” | 
But, the more fully to illuſtrate our motives to gra- 
titude, by exemplifying, in one point of view, the 


Na. xl. g. * Ib. v. 12. | Ib. ciii. 4 
1 Sam. xii. 24. En . 


great 
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great things God has done for this nation ; let us detail 
the bleſſings of that conſtitution, whoſe general praiſes 
we have rehearſed, and particularize thoſe excellencies 
of it, which render its preſervation ſuch a juſt ſubject 
for thankſgiving. 


Behold, then, a political fabrick, which, founded on 
the principles of equity and freedom, and receiving ſuch 
improvements as accumulated experience and progreſſive 
wiſdom could ſuggeſt, has long been the admiration 
and envy of other nations. Under this fabrick we live, 
neither ſubjected to regal deſpotiſm, nor ariſtocratic 
tyranny, nor democratic turbulence. By the ſpirit of 
our polity, and by the letter of our chartered privileges, 


every Engliſhman is born to the rights of perſonal li- 


berty and perſonal ſecurity*. He is governed by laws 
virtually of his own making; and enjoys all the free- 


dom under them, which is conſiſtent with the public 
good, and moſt truly productive of his own ; laws, 


which protect every man from wrong; and are as much 


89 Blackſtone's Comment. b, Le. Jo 


calculated 


C09 73 

calculated to prevent all regal encroachment on . the 
privileges of the people, as to enforce reſpect and obe- 
dience from the ſubjeC to the prince, The ſtreams of 
Juſtice flow free and unpolluted to all; and all live 
under ſanctions, which maintain inviolate, to every 
man,. the juſt claims of conſcience, and ſecure to him 
his reputation, and his life, his property, and his 
 ereed.. 


| Britons, too, have a King, whoſe throne is eſtabliſhed' 
on the very baſis of freedom itfelf : a King, who has 
never infringed any right of his people ; but uniformly: 
made the laws of the land the rule of his will; who, 
feeling himſelf the governor over a free nation, has 
always exerciſed that power, with which he is inveſted, 
with a mild and paternal hand; and, in conſulting the 
happineſs of his ſubjects, finds his own. 


Under this well-poiſed and excellent form of. govern-- 
ment, there is no office of dignity and honor, no accu- 
mulation of wealth, to which the loweſt perſon in the 
realm may not attain, And, fince the unalterable 
nature of fociety requires inequality among its members; 


ſome 


cw? 


| ſame to be poor, while others are rich; ſome to be high, 


and others low; ſome to rule, and others to obey ; it 


makes every poſſible reparation for theſe unavoidable 


differences, .by rendering an interchange of ſervices, and 
mutual aid, neceſſary to both; while it calls for the 
labour and induſtry of the lower orders of the ſtate, 


it impels the higher ranks, in return, to make proviſion 
for their misfortunes and their wants, 


And, under what government ſhall we find the ne- 
ceſſities of the poor ſo well provided for as under this ? 
Where, but in this kingdom, and to equal extent, ſhall 
we ſee ſuch numerous places of reception for the relief 
of every ſpecies of human diſtreſs ? A refuge for age and 
decrepitude ; for indigence and diſeaſe ; for bodily mis- 
fortune and intellectual infirmity; for helpleſs infancy 


and repentant vice. Thus balancing, as far as poſſible, 


theſe ſocial diſtinctions, and ſoftening down the appa- 
rently harder lots of human life. 


Are all theſe religious and civil advantages, matters 
of ſmall eſtimation? or benefits enjoyed by nations in 
general? If they be not; then, in proportion as they 


are 


1 

are not of common poſſeſſion, but more peculiarly our 
5 own, do they not diſtinguiſh us from every leſs favoured 
people, and demand from us proportionate returns of 
gratitude to God ? © Unto whomſoever” moſt © is given, 
« of” them ſhall” moſt be required. 


In ſuch a country, then, as this is, can there be juſt 
grounds for diſaffection and ill-will againſt the ſtate ? 
Can a conſtitution, moſt aptly fitted to vindicate and 
eſtabliſh the common rights of man, be an obje& of 
malevolence and hoſtility ? Surely, a ſyſtem of national 
rule, in which ſo many and ſuch important advantages 
combine to form its very eſſence, ſhould claim reſpect 
and eſteem from all who live under its protection; ſhould 
extort their beſt wiſhes, their warmeſt attachments, 
their moſt ſtrenuous ſupport. 


It is true, the tried loyalty, and well-known pa- 
triotiſm of the community in general muſt leave, com- 
paratively, but few, to whoſe ſerious reflection ſuch a 
remonſtrance might be addreſſed. But, engaged as we 


Luke xii. 48. 
C are, 


c 48 ) 
ate, in hoſtilities with a people who have attempted, by 
all the means of fecret intrigue and open violence, to- 
diſturb the tranquillity of the world; to fubvert go- 
vernments, and ſpread anarchy, mifrule, and deſolation 
on all around chem; unhappily for the peace of theſe 
kingdoms, their unprecedenteu rancour has not wholly 
proved vnſucceſsful. Not content with waging war 
againſt our power, our wealth, our commerce; they 
wage it, too, againſt our polity, our morals, our re- 
Kpion. Our enemies have artfully contrived: means of 
diſſeminating their deleterious principles, which. have 
found, in the minds of ſome among us, a ſoil too fa- 
vourable to their growth, and rendered them diſſatisfied 
with the ſettled conftitution of theſe realms, even while 
they are enjoying its ineſtimable advantages. 


We will not, indeed, dwell on the prejudices of diſ- 
content, but proceed to freſh [ſoutces of conſolation. 
Superadded to our conſtitutional advantages, and to out 
repeated reſcues from the perils of inteſtine commotion z; 
from the inſurgent ſpirit of ſedition, and the gathering. 
clouds of domeſtic trouble ; how ſingular has been our 
preſervation, in the various and unequal conteſts we have 
: ſuſtained! 


( 9) 
ſuſtained with foreign foes ! how illuſtrative of divine 
interpoſition and favour has been our frequent and won- 


derful ſucceſs ! How oft might we have ſaid with the 


King of Iſrael, © If the Lord himſelf had not been on 
& our fide, when men roſe up againſt us; they had ſwal- 
& lowed us quick, when they were ſo wrathfully diſ- 


6 pleaſed at us But, O Lord, it is nothing with: 


4 thee to help, whether with * or with chem that 
+, have no A as | 11% 


. * ” 
wy 


Without ee . eee and diſtant 
periods, let us fix gur attention on the great and mani» 


fold deliverances which theſe kingdoms have, within a 


ſhort ſpace of time, moſt happily. experienced. What 


| 


| 


| 


a proſpect of diſaſters once opened before us! with | 


what calamities' were we not menaced l a deſolating 
invaſion planned 1 a convulſion of our Government de» 
creed; nay, its very extirmination denounced. And have 
not theſe deſtructive plots' of our implacable and malig» 
pant enemies been hitherto fruſtrated ?- have not their 


| 


| 


formidable efforts failed? The very winds and waves, 5 


8 ende. . * 2 Chron. xiv. 11. 


en C 2 all 


= 
all obedient: to the voice of God, like the ſtars in their 


courſes, fighting for Siſera, have fought for us, and for 
our Country. God has delivered us from our ſtrongeſt: 
e enemy, and from them which hate us. 


When we confider the extraordinary ſucceſſes of our 
arms, in ſeas, which waſh. the ſhores of foreign coun- 
tries, as well as. in thoſe which girt our own :/| When 
we reflect on thoſe exploits, that have not only ſaved 
Great Britain from depredation, from maſſacre, from 
ruin; but have raiſed her naval ſplendour to an unex- 
ampled height; where ſhall-we trace the kind hand: 
of Providence, if we'diſcern' it not in the late unpa- 
ralleled atchievement of our Navy in the Eaſtern Sea? 
Of all the victories, which grace our marine annals (and 
numerous, of late, have been ſuch incitements to- our 
grateful reminiſcence) the immediate ſubject of this 
day's ſolemnity ſeems to challenge our moſt unbounded 
admiration : a victory, unexcelled, if we regard its bene- 
ficial conſequences; ſcarcely. equalled, if we weigh its 
daring heroiſm, and conſummate ſkill, Who, that 
conſiders what a proud day that was to England, and: 


* Pſa, xviii. 17. 
reads, 


(a) 

reads, with perſonal exultation and national pride, the 
intrepidity and judgement of the illuſtrious Commander, 
and the zeal and energy of his brave Aſſociates, in that 
conflict, with a well-defended, well-arranged, and ſu- 
perior fleet; who, I ſay, while he extols with warmeſt 
eulogies, and heaps immortal honours on the Victors of 
the Nile; but muſt adopt the language of David, The 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice; let the mul- 
* titude of the Iſles be glad thereof l“ and, like the 
pious and worthy Leader of that triumphant band, 
© praiſe-God for his goodneſs; and ſay, Let them 
give thanks, whom the Lord hath redeemed, wu 
t“ dehvered from the hand of the 1 PA 03 365) 


- Whilſt Abita; amid their a crown the 
ſtatues of their favourite idols, Reaſon and Liberty; our 
Hero, no leſs religious than brave, aſcribes the honour 
of the day to the Lord of Hoſts ;'* the Governour 


and Judge of the Unaverle ; to o God, omniſcient and 
omnipotent. 


* Pſa, xcvii. 1. * Tb, cvii. 8. 91g 1: 
* Pſa, cyii.. 1. H. V. 


The 


* 
yer 
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The Almighty, who, by a power viſibly ſuperior 
to human ſtrength or policy, overthrows one nation, 
by the ſame means that he preſerves or raiſes up another, 
acts, in his government of the world, by : ſecondary 
cauſes. And, as for the wiſeſt purpoſes, purpoſes cal» 
culated to ſubſerve the general intereſts of virtue and 
happineſs amongſt mankind, he proſpers, with: very rare 
exceptions, the undertakings of ability : Yet, leſt men 
ſhould forget God, and attribute the propitious events of 
life to their own ſagacity or proweſs, he does © not”? 
always give riches to men of underſtanding, not fa+ 
« your to men of {kill *:”* thus occaſionally teaching 
the neceſſity of dependence on Him for aid; while, at 
the ſame time, he encourages, by the dictates of reaſon, 
and the precepts of religion, their well- meant endea- 
vours and beſt exertions, as their faireſt title to his favour 
and aſſiſtance. 


It is on theſe principles of piety, and patriotiſm, 
- that, while important events, events highly conducive to 
national proſperity and greatneſs, demand our gratitude 
to God, our love, our veneration, our obedience ; every 


1 Eccl. ix. 11, 4 
5 umane 
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humane feeling, every liberal ſentiment, every ardent 
commendation, is excited towards. thoſe of our fellows 
ſubjects, who, by the faithful aud bouourable execu- 
tion of their momentous truſt, have been, in the hands 
of Providence, the glorious inſtruments of our ſucceſs. 


Let us, now, turn our thoughts from public exulta - 
tion to private enquiry; and ſeriouſly examine, how far 
we, of this nation, have deſerved theſe providential fa- 
vours. Happy will it be for us, if national pride end 
not in perſonal humiliation! happy will it be, even- 
tually, if, by the calamities we have ſuffered in war, 
God has not puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities de - 
ſerve:“ and ſtill happier will it be, if © ſuch deliver- 
& ances,” as he has given us, ſhould ſo work upon our 
gratitude and our diſcretion, that we may not again 
break“ the divine . commandments ;”” nor . join in 
« affinity” with our irreligious neighbours, „ the people 
« of the obominations,” leſt we cauſe God to * be 
angry with us, till he conſume us!“ 


We are aſſembled in this ſacred place, to expreſs our 
gratitude to the Almighty, for a freſh inſtance of his 
protection and favour, But how is that gratitude to be 

acceptably 
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acceptably expreſſed ? We have been on our bended 
knees, confeſſing our ſins before God; acknowledging 
our unworthineſs; imploring his pardon ; extolling his 
goodneſs ; and returning thanks to the Throne of Grace 
for kindneſs ſhewn to us, far beyond the reward of 

national virtue, and for mercies, to which we had no 
moral claim. | | 


In doing all this we have done what it was our duty 
to do; but we have not yet done all. The effuſions of 
our lips are but equivocal acts of praiſe and thanſgiving. 
With our mouths we may have teſtified a ſenſe of our 
obligations to God; but do our hearts give a ſanction to 
our words? are our profeſſions verified by our lives ? 
What avails it, to ſet apart a day, merely to deprecate 
calamities, by faſting ; or to proclaim our thankfulneſs 
for ſucceſs, by verbal praiſe? If we really mean to 
“give God the honour due unto him,” we muſt ſhew 
forth our piety, by reverence for his holy name; by a 
due regard to his worſhip; and by living “ ſoberly, 
* cighteouſly, and godlily in this preſent world *.” We 
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muſt 
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muſt put away the evil of our © doings; we muſt 
<« ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well Nor muſt our 
unfeigned penitence, our good reſolutions, our virtuous 
endeavours, ſet with the evening ſhades, nor vaniſh 
with the morning dew. Our amendment mult be laſting, 
as well as ſincere; not entered upon as occaſion ſerves, 
but as principle dictates; not from momentary fears, but 


from well-rooted hope ; not as temporal views ſuggeſt, 
but as the will of God directs. 


Who, then, that has any regard for his King, or for 
his Country ; who, that is a friend to order, to re- - 

ligion, or even to humanity ; who, that wiſhes to eat 
his bread in ſecurity ; to enjoy the fruits of his own 
induſtry ; and to hand down his well-earned competence 
to his children's children; but muſt view with pain, 
and lament with apprehenſion, the ſtate of our public 
morals ? Or who muſt not feel himſelf bound to check, 
by his utmoſt exertions, the profligacy of the age; to 


improve the manners of the people; and promote, 
through the nation, an univerſal reform? And ſhall not 
we be wanting in our duty to God, and to our prince ; 
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to our fellow-citizens; to our families, and to our- 
ſelves; if we labour not, by every means of exhortation 
and reproof, of virtuous example and legal reſtraint, to 
ſtem that torrent of impiety and libertiniſm, that con- 
tempt of divine worſhip, that profanation of the Sabbath, 
ſo prevalent amidſt every rank of men in this kingdom? 
and to diſcountenance all inſult on the morals of the 
people, all tendency to ſedition, all diſobedience to juſt 
authority, which, pregnant with political miſchief, and 
involving moral evil, tend to the ruin of government, 
of ſociety, and of religion ? 

| 5 | 

When the judgements of God are in the earth,” is 
not that a time for „nations“ to © learn righteouſ- 
« neſs?” If events, unparalleled in hiſtory, can rouſe 
attention ; . if there be an appropriate denunciation of 


_ prophetic woes; if coincidence of times, and the lan- 


guage of ſymbol warrant application ; ſurely ſome adum- 
brated portent is impending ; and the cloſing book of 


prophecy is likely to prove, at no very diſtant period, 
an Apocalypſe indeed ! 


Let us, my brethren, preſerved from that irreligion, 
injuſtice, and cruelty, which diſgrace, depreſs, and 


brutalize 
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brutalize a neighbouring nation, virtuouſly diſdain to 
« join in“ moral “ affinity with the people of theſe 
c abominations.” Let us not eſpouſe the impious prin» 
ciples and wicked practices of thoſe, who ſpurn at virtue, 
diſown their Saviour, and renounce their God: nor let 
us, in ſearch of more than Chriſtian liberty *, run into 
licentious conduct and tyrannic anarchy: But let us 
learn to ſet a juſt value on the bleſſing of a free and 
quiet government, and ſtudy, in our reſpective ſtations, 
to promote the ſafety, honour, and welfare of the 
Country, which ſupports, and the Conſtitution, which 
protects us, by manifeſting a willing obedience to the 
lawful Sovereign, who governs us, and a chearful rea- 


dineſs to aſſiſt him in all his endeavours for the public 
good, : 


Oh, let not our unexampled ſucceſſes dazzle us into 
a falſe eſtimate of our own virtues, nor prompt us to 
conclude, that we have a preſcriptive right to the pro- 
tecting favour of Heaven. Let us neither arrogantly 
preſume on the permanency of God's aſſiſtance, nor un- 
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gratefully 
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gratefully diſtruſt it; but let our experience of 4 God's 
«© goodneſs lead us to repentance '.”” Let his reiterated 
kindneſs excite us to an uniform purity of heart and life; 
to humility, and diligence in our religious duties; and, 
healed by the Almighty hand, let us, like the grateful 
Samaritan, return inſtantly, with joy, to give glory to 


our benefactor and our God; that ſo, by our fervent zeal 


to pleaſe and obey God, we may jolly hope to lecure 
his bleſſing to us. 


Then may we truſt, that when we © call” unto the 


Almighty, © he will anſwer us*;” and not ſuffer « the 


« heathen” exultingly to ſay, 4 Where is their God ?“ 
Then may we have confidence, that © the Lord” will 
be our defence; and the . God,” whom we adore, 
+ the rock of our refuge: that he will, at length, 
crown us with the bleſſing of peace, and grant us © to 
i ſee” our e in proſperity all our life long.. 


* Rom. ii. 4. e, * Thee lyiti. 9. 
3 Pſa. Ixxix. 10. | © = * Pſa, cxxviii. 6, H. V. 
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THE END. 


